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DETAILED ACTION 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Brigide Mattar on 25 January 2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Please amend the following claims to read as shown below 

Claim 1. (currently amended) A method for controlling an operative setting of a 
communications link, the communications link being capable of acquiring plurality of 
operative settings, said method comprising: 

a) comparing audio quality in the communications link under at least two 
operative settings, said at least two operative settings including a first setting and a 
second setting, the first setting being a first active setting wherein the communications 
link transmits an audio signal subseguent to at least one processing operation on the 
audio signal, and the second setting being at least one of: 

i) a bypass setting wherein the communications link transmits an 

audio signal substantially unaltered: or 
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ii) a second active setting wherein the communications link transmits 
an audio signal subsequent to at least one processing operation on the audio 
signal: 

b) selecting an operative setting from the at least two operative settings at least 
in part on the basis of the comparing in a); 

c) sending a control signal to at least one component in the communications link 
to cause the communications link to attempt to acquire the selected setting. 

Claim 7. (original) A method as defined in claim 5, wherein said method further 
comprises compris i ng : 

a) deriving measurements for a set of characteristics of an audio signal for 
respective operative settings, each characteristic in the set of characteristics 
characterizing at least in part audio quality under a given operative setting; 

b) comparing the measurements derived in a) to select an operative setting. 

Claim 9. (currently amended) A method as defined in claim 1, wherein the second 
setting is the bypass setting th e commun i cations li nk i s capab le of acquir i ng two 
op e rat i v e s e ttings nam e ly a bypass s e tting and an act i v e s e tt i ng, wh e n i n th o bypass 
s e tting th e communicat i ons li nk transm i tt i ng an aud i o signa l substantia ll y unaltered, 
wh e n i n th e act i v e s e tting tho commun i cat i ons li nk transm i tting an audio signa l 
subs e qu e nt to at l oast ono proc e ssing op e rat i on on th e aud i o s i gnal . 
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Claim 12. (Currently amended) A method as defined in claim 11, said method 
comprising selecting the first active setting when the measure of effectiveness is above 
a certain threshold of effectiveness. 

Claim 13. (Currently amended) An apparatus for controlling an operative setting of a 
communications link, the communications link being capable of acquiring a plurality of 
operative settings, said apparatus comprising: 

a) an input for receiving data elements indicative of audio quality in the 
communications link under at least two operative settings, said at least two operative 
settings including a first setting and a second setting, the first setting being a first active 
setting wherein the communications link transmits an audio signal subseguent to at 
least one processing operation on the audio signal, and the second setting being at 
least one of. 

i) a bypass setting wherein the communications link transmits an 
audio signal substantially unaltered: or 

ii) a second active setting wherein the communications link transmits 
an audio signal subseguent to at least one processing operation on the audio 
signal: 

b) a processing unit coupled to said input, said processing unit being operative 

for: 

i) comparing the data elements received at the input under the at 
least two operative settings; 
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ii) selecting an operative setting from the at least two operative 
settings at least in part on the basis of the comparing in i); 

iii) generating a control data element suitable for causing the 
communications link to attempt to acquire the selected setting; 

c) an output for releasing a control signal indicative of the control data element to 
at least one component in the communications link for causing the communications link 
to attempt to acquire the selected setting. 

Claim 21. (currently amended) An apparatus as defined in claim 13, wherein the 
second setting is the bypass setting th e commun i cat i ons li nk i s capab le of acquir i ng two 
op e rat i v e s e ttings nam el y a bypass s e tt i ng and an act i v e s e tting, wh e n in th e bypass 
s e tting th e communicat i ons li nk transm i tting an aud i o signa l substant i a ll y una l t e r e d, 
wh e n i n th e a ct i v e s e tt i ng th e communicat i ons li nk transmitt i ng an aud i o s i gna l 
subs e qu e nt to at le ast on e proc e ss i ng op e ration on th e aud i o signa l. 

Claim 24. (Currently amended) An apparatus as defined in claim 23, said processing 
unit being operative for selecting the first active setting when the measure of 
effectiveness is above a certain threshold of effectiveness. 

Claim 27. (currently amended) A computer readable medium comprising a program 
element suitable for execution by a computing apparatus for controlling an operative 
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setting of a communications link, the communications link being capable of acquiring a 
plurality of operative settings, said computing apparatus comprising: 

a) a memory unit for storing the program clement; 

b) a processor operatively coupled to said memory unit, said program element 
when executing on said processor being operative for implementing: 

i) an input for receiving data elements indicative of audio quality in the 
communications link under at least two operative settings, said at least two 
operative settings including a first setting and a second setting, the first setting 
being a first active setting wherein the communications link transmits an audio 
signal subseguent to at least one processing operation on the audio signal, and 
the second setting being at least one of: 

(1) a bypass setting wherein the communications link transmits 
an audio signal substantially unaltered: or 

(2) a second active setting wherein the communications link 
transmits an audio signal subseguent to at least one processing operation 
on the audio signal: 

ii) a processing unit for: 

(1) comparing the data elements received at the input under the at 
least two operative settings; 

(2) selecting an operative setting from the at least two operative 
settings at least in part on the basis of the comparing in (1); 
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(3) generating a control data element suitable for causing the 
communications link to attempt to acquire the selected setting; 
iii) an output for releasing a control signal indicative of the control data 
element to at least one component in the communications link for causing the 
communications link to attempt to acquire the selected setting. 

Claim 35. (Currently amended) A computer readable medium as defined in claim 27, 
wherein the second setting is the bypass setting th e communicat i ons li nk i s capabl e of 
acquir i ng two op e rat i v e s e ttings namo l y a bypass sotting and an act i v e s o tt i ng, wh o n i n 
th o bypass s e tting the communicat i ons li nk transmitting an aud i o signa l substantia l ly 
una l t e r e d, wh e n i n th e act i v e s e tting th e communicat i ons li nk transmitt i ng an aud i o 
s i gna l subs e qu e nt to at l oast on e proc e ss i ng op e ration on th e aud i o s i gna l. 

40. (currently amended) An apparatus for controlling an operative setting of a 
communications link, the communications link being capable of acquiring a plurality of 
operative settings, said apparatus comprising: 

a) means for receiving data elements indicative of audio quality in the 
communications link under at least two operative settings, said at least two operative 
settings including a first setting and a .second setting, the first setting being a first active 
setting wherein the communications link transmits an audio signal subseguent to at 
least one processing operation on the audio signal, and the second setting being at 
least one of: 
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i) a bypass setting wherein the communications link transmits an 
audio signal substantially unaltered: or 

ii) a second active setting wherein the communications link transmits 
an audio signal subseouent to at least one processing operation on the audio 
signal: 

b) processing means operative for: 

i) comparing the data elements received; 

ii) selecting an operative setting from the at least two operative 
settings at least in part on the basis of the comparing in i); 

iii) generating a control data element suitable for causing the 
communications link to attempt to acquire the selected setting; 

c) means for releasing a control signal indicative of the control data element to at 
least one component in the communications link for causing the communications link to 
attempt to acquire the selected setting. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1 - 40 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
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Claims 1,13, 25, 27, 39 and 40 claim an invention which has multiple operative 
settings in a communications link. The invention sets the operative settings dependent 
upon the quality of a processing operation on the audio signal compared to either 
another processing operation or no processing operation (bypass). The prior art shows 
various systems for changing the operative setting in a communications link, however, 
in the currently presented claims, the term operative setting is more clearly defined and 
no longer broad enough to allow for rejections using the previously applied prior art. 
Furthermore, a search of the relevant classes did not provide art that either anticipated 
or made obvious the claims. 

Claims 2 - 12, 14 - 24, 26 and 28 - 38 are allowable as being dependent upon 
an allowable independent claim. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew C. Flanders whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7516. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 - 5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivian Chin can be reached on (571) 272-7848. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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